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In February next year New Zealand will host the first ever Oceania regional congress for 

Divine Mercy – in The Year of Mercy. This event, which presents the theme, Walking in 

Love and Mercy’, will be held over nine days from February 20-28 in Auckland, at both 

the Cathedral and St Mary’s College, Ponsonby.  

Officially known as Oceania Apostolic Congress on Mercy (OACOM) there will be both 

a youth and adult focus with the opening weekend of February 20-21 being the youth 

event and the closing weekend having a general admission, the intervening days will be 

spent on taking some of the keynote speakers out to the parishes of Auckland Diocese. 

This will be a major event for New Zealand during the special year that the Pope has 

designated as The Year of Mercy, and an opportunity for followers of the Divine Mercy 

mission, message and devotion, as well as those new to this movement, which has been 

hailed as the greatest lay-driven message in the history of the Catholic Church, to renew 

and deepen their awareness of, and need for, mercy. 

Undoubtedly, this period that the Church currently finds herself in, is perhaps 

unprecedented in her history. The sheer numbers of martyrs alone testifies to the 

challenges that lie ahead for all Christians and the urgent need to give and receive mercy, 

for a life without mercy is indeed a life without hope. 

 



St Faustina, in her Diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul, one of the largest selling writings of 

Catholic mysticism, records the following words of Jesus, and her own thoughts; 

 

 ‘Today the Lord said to me, My daughter, look into My Merciful Heart and reflect its 

compassion in your own heart and in your deeds, so that you, who proclaim 

My mercy to the world, may yourself be aflame with it.’ D1688 

 

 ‘Oh my Jesus, you know what efforts are needed to live sincerely and 

unaffectedly with those from whom our nature flees, or with those who, 

deliberately or not, have made us suffer. Humanly speaking this is 

impossible…………”    D 766 

 

 

The congress will encourage those who attend to reflect on these attributes that both Jesus 

and St Faustina speak of here, through prayer, the Sacraments, and works of mercy. 

There are several keynote speakers coming who will address these points.  

 For Youth Fr Andrew Grace from Australia will talk of his life as a young man who 

lived an immoral life, away from the church, but who received the grace of mercy from 

Our Blessed Mother to begin his conversion and is now a diocesan priest in New South 

Wales. 

 Bishop Martin Uzoukwu of Minna Diocese in Nigeria is a powerful speaker from a 

country torn by religious terrorism, poverty, and injustice but carrying a message of hope 

  through works of mercy and trust in God. 

  Zachary King, a former Satanist of 26 years, will present his amazing testimony of   

conversion through the Miraculous Medal and the urgent need to understand the methods 

the devil uses to entice youth into the occult.   

 Fr Patrice Chocholski, the Secretary General of the World Apostolic Congress on Mercy 

(WACOM), and Rector of the International Shrine of Ars, France, and therefore the 

successor of St Jean-Marie Vianney is a gifted speaker with a great insight into the 

workings of Divine Mercy in the world today. 

 Mr John Canavan, Director of Divine Mercy Australia will be the MC, a former 

comedian he brings great joy to the congress and also a powerful personal testimony. 

Archbishop Alipati, of Samoa, and president of OACOM, will attend and address the 

congress, as will Cardinal Mafi of Tonga, and Archbishop Peter Loy Chong of Fiji. 

It is also hoped that two sisters from the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of 

Mercy, the order that St Faustina belonged to, will also attend. The last visit to New 

Zealand by the sisters in 2012 had all who met them wishing and praying they would 

never leave!  

OACOM 2016 offers the grace to truly transform our nation which lies in the shadow of 

rampant secularism that now pervades every structure, every nuance of our society, and 

grows stronger with every passing week. Is it not now the imperative of every committed 

Catholic to confront this evil? But how to do so without mercy and love! 

 

‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ Matt 6:10 

  

For a full picture of the congress and registration information visit; 



www.divinemercycongressnz.com 

 

 

‘My daughter, if I demand through you that people revere My mercy, you should be the 

first to distinguish yourself by this confidence in My mercy. I demand from you deeds 

of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me.’   D742 

 

 

“This spark needs to be lighted by the grace of God. This FIRE of 

MERCY needs to be passed on to the world."  Pope St John Paul II 

 


